Of Treafons.

The Covment.

YReafon is derived from Trabir, which fignifies, |

treacheroufly to berray : When it concerns |

the Government and the Publick, “tis called High

Treafon, but againft particular Perfons, asa Wife

killing her Husband, a Servant his Mafter, &-c. itis
Petty Treafon. ' :

High Trealon, in the Civil Law,is called Crimen

Lefe Majeftatn,a Crime wronging Majefty ; but in

- our Common Law-Latin, 4lta Proditio, and in an
IndiGtment for this Offence, the Word Prodirorie |
muft be in.

Before the making this A&, fo many things were
¢harged as High-Treafon, that no Man knew how
to behave himfelf : Now by this Statute, the Parti.
culars of that Grand Crime are reckaned up, and

- all others excluded, till declared by Parliament, |
And the fettling of this Affair was efteemed of
fuch Importance to the Publick Weal, that the
Parliament wherein this A& paffed, was called
long after, Benedictum Parliamentum, The Bleffed
Parliament. : :

_ Fhe Subftance of this Statute is branched out

by my Lord Coke, 3d Part of Inftit. fol. 3. into
fix Heads, viz,

The firft cancerning Death, by compafling or
imagining the Death of the King, Queen, or Prince,
and declaring thefame by fome Overt-deed. By
killing and murdering the Chancellor, Treafurer,
Juftices of Aflize, Jultices of either Bench, Juftices
in Eyre, Juftices of Oper and Zerminer, in their
Places doing their Offices.

The fecand is to violate, that is, to carnally
know the Queen, the King’s eldeft Daunghter un-
margied, the Prince’s Wife, : -

The .




