Of Pardon of Felons. 95
Fourthly, It is provided that no Charter of Par.

. don for Murder, Treafon, or Rape, fhall be allow-

ed, & If they be not {pecified in the fame Char-
ter, Statute 13 K. 2. Before this Statate of 13 R. 2.
by the Pardon of all Felonies, Treafon was par-
doned, and fo was Murder, ¢c. Acthisday, by
the Pardon of all Felonies, the Death of Manisnot
pardoned. Thelfe beexcellent Laws for Dire&ion,
and for the Peace of the Realm. ‘But it hath beeg
conceived, (which we will not queftion) that the
King may difpenfe with thefe Laws by a Non o}~
fante, (notwithftanding) be it General or Spe- -
clal (albeit we find not any fuch Claufes of won 04-
fante,) notwithftanding, to difpenfe with any of
thefe Statutes (but of late times. ) Thefe Statutes are
excellent Inftructions for a Religious and prudent
King to follow, for in thefe Cales, As ic is the
higheft Kingly Power to be able to A& what he
Wills ; foitis his Greatnefs and Noblenefs to Will
only what he lawfully can. Hereof you may read
more in Juftice Sraundford, lib. 2. cap. 32. in divers
places of that Chapter, of his grave Advice in that
behalf. Moft certain it is, that the Word of God
has fet down this undifpurable general Rule. (Be-

. caufe Sentence againft evil Men is not [peedily executed,

therefore the Hearts of the Children of Men are fet in
them to do evil.) And thereupon the Rule of Law
isgrounded. [The hope of impunity encouragerh Of-
feonders.] [ And the facility of obtaining Pardon, u an
Incentive to commit Offences.] Thisis to be added,
that the Intention of the faid A& of 13 R, 2. was
not that the King fhould grant Pardon of Murder
by exprels Name in the Chaster, but becaufe the
whole Parliament conceived, that be would never
pardon Murder by fpecial Name, for the Caufes a-
forefaid ; therefore that Provifion was made, which
was (as in other Cafes I have obferved) grounded
vpon the Law of God. [#hofoever [hall [hed Marn's
B!ﬂﬂt‘?‘



