96 Of Pardon of Murder.

of amother.| And the words of every Pardon, i
after the Reciral of the Offence, Nos pietate mutj,
we being moved with Piety, & c. But it can be
no Piety, to violate an exprefs Law of God, by

letting Murder fcape unpunifhed. Thus Cok, B

whereby we fee what Opinion he had of fuch
Pardons.

But notwithftanding this Opinion of my Lord
Coke, Murders are pardoned by exprefs Name;
nay, the Pardon is not good, if the word Adurdrum
is lefe out.

And as to the exprels Law of God, He that fid. §

eth Man’sblood by Man [(hall his blood be fhed, a very

learned Cafuiff hath lately fhewed, that ’cis not 8
binding to a Chriftian Piince ; an Abftrac of bis |}

Argument, is as followeth.
This is the fecond Law given to Noab after the

Blood, by Man alfo (hall bis Blood be (hed, becanfe Mu '
was created after the Image of God 5 meither can ity B
expiated otherwife than by bis Blood, who [pilt the Bluj |

Flood ; the firft wasa Prohibition to eat blood, which |
was confirmed many Ages afterwards by Mofes, |

and never abrogated ; and yet feveral Chriftian No. &=
tions do not take this Law to be binding, and par- §
ticularly this Nation ; for nothing is more common §

than to eat Blood.

Now if this firft Law is not binding to Chriftic |
ans, why muft the fecond ? efpecially fince 'is &
not a moraly but a pofitive Law 5 and fuch Laws e &

always capable of a Difpenfation.

As for Inftance, itwas a pofitive Law, that the §

Sabbath fhould be fan&ified, and it was a capital
Crime to do any Work on that Day ;but ’cis cercain

that in fome cafes, that Law was not binding ; for | ’
if a City was fet on Fire on thar Day, Men might

leave the Church and Divine Service, and labout
to quench it.

Tis 8




