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*Tis likewife to be cbferved that the Propofition
{s not univerfal for ’tis not that every Murderer
fhall be put to' Death, ’cis only that by Man bi

' Hood [hall be [hed, (i.e.) by the Magiffrare 5 for if
.~ the Supreme Power had committed a Murder, (as

David did) he could not be put to Death, be-
canfe there was nmo Power upon Earth above
him.-

And as it did not extend to the Supreme Power, .
fo in fome Cafes it did.not extend to the Subjeét;
for if a Mafter had killed his Servant, if he did not
die immediately under his Hand, but lived twenty
four Hours, the Malter was riot to die.

So where the Law required two Witnefles a-
gainlt a Murderer, and the Offence could be on-
ly proved by one, the Blood of that Murderer could
not be fhied by any Man.

Neither was this a Negative Law; for it doth not
fay the Supreme Magiftrate fhall not pardon a Mur-
g’erer, it only declares what the Punifhment fhall
¢.

Now ’tis certain that Simeonand Levi were guil-

‘ ty of Murder, for tho’ Shechem, the Son of Ha-

mer, had defiled their Sifter Dinab, yet he would
have married her, and they treated with Facob
her Father about it, and agreed to all the terms
which Simeon and Levi propofed ; but yet were
bafely murdered by them afterwards.

Thofe two great Patriarchs Ifaac, (who was then
living) and Facobthe Father of the Murderers, who
were Men of great Piety, and beloved of God,
had then the Supreme Power ; and they eould not
be ignorant of this Law given to Neab, becavfe

1 oG died but a little above forty Years before /fase

was born ; yet they did not put this Law in execu-

tion againft the Murderers, which they certainly

would have donpe, if they had believed there couti:d
; €




