114 Of Parliantents.

Of PARLIAME NT 8. Touching the 4n- §
tiquity, Ufe, and Power of Parliaments, and §
the Qualifications of fuch Gentlensen as arefit §

* 40 be chofen the Peoples Reprefentatives. :

HE Recital of thefe feveral Laws before §
mentioned, for frequent calling of Parliz- |
ments, declaring the fame to be of fuch Impor B
tance, or Neceflity, to theSafety or Well-being

of the Nation, invitesus to give the Readerfoms BN
farther Information touching thofe moft Honourae I 5

ble Aflemblies.

Of the Name and Antiquity of Parliaments, ‘

HE word PARLIAMENT is French, d& |
rived from the three words Parler Iz ment, 10 §

fpeak one’s mind, becaufe every Member of thit B
Coure (hould fincerely and difcreetly fpeak his BESi
Mind, for the general Good of the Common- §
wealth ;and chis Name (faith Coke, 1 Inftir, Fol. 110) (1

was ufed before William the Conqueror, evenin §
the time of Edward the Confeflor, But moft com- &

monly in the Saxons time, it was called Michege: E

mote ot Witenage Mote,that is, the Great More [ Mett- B

ing or Affembly, whence our Ward-Motesin Londm B

receive their Name to this Day] or the #ife Mo, §

that is, the Affembly of the wife Men and Sages §

of the Land.
Senfe.

\of England, as when we fay—An A of  Parlis:

But this word Parliament isufed in a double o

1. Stridlly, as it includes the Legiflative Power Sl

ment; - Ju




