116 of Parliaments.

now) fHll remains a City. Coke 1 Inftit. Sei?. 164,
Boroughs are Towns Incorporated,i but fuch as
never had any Bifhops,

Of the Three Eftates in Parlianent.

PI" Here has been a great Debate about the Zbre: |

Eftates, fome zealoufly pleading, thatthe Bi-
fhops are one of the Three Effates of the Realm, and
the Lords Temporal a Second, and the Commons
Houfe the Third,and the King over all asa Tranf-
cendent by himfeli : Others as fifly deny this,
and affign the King (as he is the Head of the Com.
mon-wealth)to bethe firft Eftate, the Lords as well
Spiritual as Temporal jointly to be the Second,
and the Commons Houfz the Third.

We fhall not prefume to undertake a Decifion

of this Controverfy, but in our Opinion the Mat- §

ter feems to appear more difficule than really itis,
by means that the contending Parties do not furft
plainly fetdown what itis they {everally mean by the

wordiEffate. Which may be taken, 1. For a Rank,
Degree, or Condition of Perfons confidered by §

themfelves, differentin fome notable Refpects from

others wherewith they may be compared. Andin
this refpect, my Lords the Bithops may very pro-
perly be faid tobe an BEftate, or one of the Eftates §

of the Realm ; for then there will be feveral Eftates, §E

above the Number of three ; for {o in the Houfe of
Commons there may be faid to be three Eftates,
viz. Knights, Citizens and Burgefles.  And heré- |
tofore, in the days of Popery, when there wer¢
Twenty-fix Abbots and Priors, that held per Bart-

niam 100, as well as the Bifhops, called to the Par- §

Jiament, and fate in the Lords Houfe. Whether

they being Religious and, Monaftical Perfons, &=

whereas the Bithops were Seculars (no fmall diffe- |

. - - . .
rence in their account) might not as well c]axméo j»
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