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be a diftinct Eftate by themftlves, as now the Bi-
fhops do, may be a queftion.

But Secondly, When we fpake of three Eftates
in the Conlticution of our Englih Government,
’tis moft natural to mean and intend fuch a Poize in
the Ballance, or fuch an Order or State, as hatha
Negative Voice in the Legiflative Power : For as
the King and Commons excluding the Lords fo
peither the King and Lords excluding the Com.
mons ; much lefs the Lords and Commons exclu-
ding the King, can make any Law ; but this glorious
Triplicity muft be in mutual Conjunétion, and then -
from their united Influences {pring our happy Laws,
But in this Senfe the Lords Spiritual by themfelves, '
have no Pretence to be a Diftiné&t Eftate : That is,
they have by themfelves no Negative Voice, (which
Iconceive the proper Charaéteriftick or Effential
Mark of each of the three Eftates,) for, fuppole a
Bill pafs the Commons, and being brought into the
Lords Houfe, all the Twenty-fix Bithops fhould be
againft ityand fome of the Temporal Loids 5 yet if
the other Temporal Lordsbe morein Number than
the Bifhiops, and thofe that fide with them, the Bill
fhall pa as the A& of the whole Houfe; and if his
Majefty pleafe to give it his Royal Affent, is un-
doubted Law. Which demonftrates the Bifhops
have of themfelves no Negative Vote, and confe-
quently are none ofthe Three Eftates of this Realm.
, But there are thofe who deny this Confe-

" quence, and affirm if they had a Negative Vote,

it would have caufed Emulation and Strife be-
tween them and the Temporal Lords, therefore
when the Order of Bifhops were by the Princes
of Chriffendom firft ereed into a Succeffion
of Nobility, they were not divided from the
Temporal Noblemen in their great Councils,
for that would have made trouble and di.
ftrattion in the Affairs of Princes; and therefore it

: I3 was




