Tonching the Power of the Parliament.

*YT\HE JurifdiGion of this Court (faith Coke
1 Inftir. Sect. 164.) is fo Tranfcendent, that
it maketh, inlargeth, diminifheth, abrogateth, re:
pealethand reviveth Laws, Statutes, A¢&s and Or.
dinances, concerning Matters Ecciefiaftical, Civil,
Martial, Marine, Capital, Criminal 2nd Common,
And 4. Inftit, Fol, 36. - Ehe Power and Jurifdi&i-
on of the Parliament for makingof !Lawsin pro-
ceeding by Bill, is (o tranfcendent and abfolute,
as it cannot be confined, either for Caufes or Per-
fons within any bounds. Of this Court it is truly
faid, I you regard its Original, it 7 moft ancient ;
if its Dignity, it 45 moft honourable s # its Furifdicti.
on, it is woft capacions,

Sir Thomas Smith, a great Statefman, and in high

fteem and Place under Queen Elizabeth, in his

I'reatife, de Republica Anglorum, lib. 2. cap. 2. gives
this Character of this fupream Couit. The moff
high and abfolyte Power of the Realm of England con.
[ifteth in the Parliament ;, for the Parliament abrogarerh
old Laws, maketh new, giveth order for things paft,
and for things bereafter to be followed s changeth the
Rights and Poffeffions of private Men ;, legitimateth
Baftards, corroborates Religion with civil Santions, al-
ters Weights and Meafures ;P RESCRIBES THE
RIGHT OF SUCCESSION TO THE
C ROW N ; Defines doubtful Rights, where there is
70 Law already made § appointeth Subfidies, Taxes and
Impofitions § givcth moft free Pardons ; refforeth in
Blood and Name, &c.

As for the Power of Parliaments over both Sta-
tute and Common Law, take it inthe accurate and
fignificant Words of a Parliament, wiz. the Sa-
fute
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