126 Of Parliaments. .

But ’tis the Intereft, and therefore the prefumed .
Will of the People, that the Kingdom fhould not
be divided, but united under one Prince ; becaufe
the Strength of the Nation is thereby prefervedand G
the publick Peace better eftablifhed, 3

So a Son by the fecond Venter fhall fucceed
to the Crown, becaufe he is equally of the Elood
of his Father, and from whom the Expe&ation of B
the People is as great, being delcended from him, £
to whom their Allegiance and Submiffion was once B
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due ; the fame reafon admits an Alien-born, tho’
- he be a Stranger to us by Birth.
And here it may be proper to give a fhort Hi
ftorical Account of the Sueceffion in England,
*Tiis certain when we had feven Kings here toge
gether, as in the Saxon Reigns, there was no He- o
reditary Right. ! L
Afterwards dlfred, Adelftane, Edmond the Mar- £ j
tyr, and Harold, tho’ they were all Bafards, were N
fucceflively Kings here, but by a Law under the § §
Saxon Monarchy, De ordinatione ,Regum, Baftards I
were prohibited to.be chofen. 0
Edward the Confeflor had no Hereditary Right, t
for that was in Edward the Son of Edmond Ironfidey

Father to Edgar Etheling his Nephew, during his §
Life, and after his Deceale, in that Edgar who £
was Nephew to the Confeflor. -

William the Firft was a Baftard, and had no I
Right, but the Submiffion and Ele&ion of the Pen- a
ple made him King after he had beaten Harold. a8

His Son William Rufws had an elder Brother li- E B
ving, whofe Name was Robert, when his Brother

was King. : :
And Henry the Firft fucceeded, tho’ his elder I
Brother the fame Robert was ftill alive. =
King Stephen was cholen by the Clergy and Peo-  § t
ple, and his Election was confirmed by the Poge:‘ "
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