142 OF Parliaments. :

weighty Matters in any Parliament moved concerning the
Peers, and Commons in Parliament affembled, oughs to
be be determined, adjudged amd difcuffed by the Courfe
of the Parliament, and not by the Civil Law, nor yet
by the Common Laws of 1his Realm ufed in more Infe.
vior Courts, Which was. [0 declared to be, Secundum

Legem & confuetudinem Parliamenti, according 1o

the Law and Cuftom of Parlisment, concerning Peers
of this Realm, by the King, and all the Lords Spiri-
ritual and Temporal y and the like is for the Commons,
for any thing moved or done in the Houfe of Commons ¢
And the rather, for that by another Law and Cuftom of
Parliament, the King cannor take notice of any

thing faid or done in the Hoalé of ‘Commons, but -

by the Report of the Houle: 4nd everyMember of the
Parliament bath a Fudicial place, and can be no Witnefs,
And this is the Reafon that Fudges ought not to give
any Opinion of a Matter of Parliament, becaufe it is
‘0t t0 be decided by Common Law, bst Secundum Legem
8 confuetudinem Parliamenti, according to the Law
énd Cuftom of Parliament : and fo the Fudges in di-
verfe Parliaments bavve confeffed. ~ And fome hold, that
every Offence committed in any Court pum_'[hable by that
Court, muft be punifhed ( proceeding Criminally) in the

fame Court,or in [omebigher, and not any Inferior Courty

andtbe Court of Parliament hath no higher. Thus Coke.
In the Reign of King Charles the Second, great
Gomplaints was made, about the Houfe of Com-
smons fending for fome Perfons into Cuftody by their
Serjeant at Arms ; but certainly they did no more
therein, than what their Predeceflots have often
done ; every Court muft be fuppofed armed with
a Power to defend it felf from Affronts and Info-
fencies : In all Ages,when the Houfes has appointed
particular Committees, hath it not been ufual to
order, that they fhall be impower’d to fend for Pa-
pers, Perfons, and Records ?  But to bring Men
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