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mained till the King pafled the Bill for difabling
the whole Order to fit and vote in Parliament.
The Bifhops being thus excluded, and feveral
Popith and other Lords frighted from their At-
tendance, -and many Petitions coming from Coun-
ties and Cities, and particularly from Oxford, fome
defiring that the Popifh Lords might be put out of
the Houfe, others that the Kingdom might be put
ina Pofture of Defence ; the Majority of the Lords
remaining in the Houfe, who upon the 26th of
Fanuary refufed to join with the Commons, did
on the 2d of February following upon a Motion of
M. Hillis at a Conference join with them in a Pe-
tition to the King, that the Nation might be putin
a Pofture of Defence, fetting forth the Calamities,
in which the Kingdom was involved, and the Danger
which threatned the King; and tho’ they received his
written Meflage with Thankfulnefs,and would have
earncftly purfued his Propofals therein, yet for the
Safety of his Perfon,and for removing all Jealoufies
between himand his People,and for fupprefling the
Rebellion in Ireland, they humbly infifted that he
would put the Tower of London,the Forts and Mi-
litia in fuch Perfons Hands whom they fhould re-
commend to him, and concluded that they expeét-
ed his immediate Anfwer, becaufe the Diftractions
of the Kingdom would admit of no Delay:

The King replied, That he had confidered their
Petition, and when he fhould know the Extent of
the Power which was intended to be eftablifhed
in thofe Perfons whom they defired to be Officers
of the Milita, and to what Time it fhould be i

- mited, then he would declare himfelf contented
to put in all Places, both of his Forts and of the
Militia, fuch Perfons,as both Houfes fhould approve
or recommend to him, fo that they would declar¢
their Names before-hand to him. o
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