Of Parliaments. 19§

- Now before the two Hotfes named Perfons to be
Lords Licutenants of the County Militia, they firft
made an Ordinance to regulate the Militia in Lon.
don, and then they petitioned the King to fettle the
Militia in the feveral Counties,giving him a Lift of the
Names of the Perfons who they defired might be
Lords Lieutenants, and at the fame time prefented
to him a Form of their Ordinance for régulating the
Militia of London, by which they defired him to
fetele the Militia of the Kingdom:.

_But the King refufing what they defired there were
frefh Reports of dangerous Plots, defigned by the
Papifts to fet feveral Cities and Towns on Fire; and
theretipon anotherPetition was fent from the Parlia-
ment to the King,who was thenat Dover, (to accoms
pany the Queen and his Daughter, who' were go-
ing to Holland) to which Petition they defired fuch
a fpeedy Anfwer, which might raife a confidence
in them that they fhould not be expofed to
thofe who endeavoured to kindle a Comibuftion.
here as they had already done in Ireland, and which
nothing could hinder but his granting their Peti.
tion.

The King replied, That as for the City of London;
and fuch other Corporations who had Power by
Charters to order the Militia, he would not alter
it, and that he would not confent to any indefinite
Time propofed by themi to put the Kingdom in a
Pofture of Defence. :

The two Houfes voted this Anfwer to be a Dénial
of their Petition, which would hazard the Peace
of the whole Kingdom, unlefs fome fpeedy Reme-
dy were applied by the Parliament ; and that thofe
Perfons who advifed the King to make this Anfwer
Were Enermies to the State: And immediately after
thisVote, they fent another Petition to the King,(thernt
it Newmarket) protefting that if he did not fpeedi:
ly affent to what they had defired, they fhould te
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