242 A for regulating
of Great Men, whom inferior Judges and Jurors
(though they fhould not) would in refpedt of their
Greatnefs. be afraid to offend; Bribery, 'Extort.
on, Maintenance, Champerty, Imbracery, For.
gery, Perjury, Libelling, Challenges, Duels, &-.
Their Proceedings were by Englifh Bill, and Pro.
cefs under the Great Seal ; and the Punifhmentsby 88
them inflited, were Fines, Imprifonment, Pillry,
Cutting off Ears, &c. But whatever Pretences H
there were for the fetting up this Court at firft,
>is certain it was made ufe of as a Property of Ar-
bitrary Power, to crufh any- whom the raling Mi-
nifters and Favourites had a mind to deftroy ; and
indeed there were three Things in the very Na
ture of this Court, which were deftructive to the
original Conftitution. of our Englifh Government
and Liberties. 1. They proceeded without Furies.
2. They pretended to a Power to examine Men
upon their Oarhs, touching Crimes by them fuppo-
fed to be committed, which is contrary to all Law
and Reafon; For, No Man is bound to accufe
himfelf. 3. The Judges of this Gourt proceeded §
by no known Law or Rules, but were left at Li
berty to a& arbitrarily, and according to their
own Pleafures ; whereas the Law of England hates
to leave to any fuch, an unlimited Power, but 2
it marks out the feveral Species of Crimes, fuch or
fuch an A& fhall be Treafon, this Felony, that
Petty-Larceny, & So it awards certain and po-
fiive Punilhment, proportionate to each of them.
Therefore this Court being found a Grievance t0
the Subjeé, was by this A& diffolved and taken

away.
= And to the intent nothing of the like kind fhould
by any othe: Name be pradtifed for the future, it
is declared and enacted, That the King and his
Privy Council fhall not queftion or difpofe if d:;
: anas
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