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Of Trials by Furies.

upon our Seats of Juftice) Buc nothing of that
kind can reafonably happen to a Jury. For, 1.
They are return’'d by a f[worn Officer. 2. Muft
be Men of a clear Reputation, and competent
Eftate. 3. Being Neighbours, they may know
omething of the Bufinefs on their own Knowled:e.
4. Their Office is but a Trouble, not accompanied
with any great Honour, nor any Proficatall. s,
They areall folemnly fwornto each partic larCaufe.
6. The Party may challenge thirty-five in Cafe
of Treafon, and twenty of them in Felony, with
out fhewing any Cau'e; and as many more as he can
affign Caufe againft. 7. Of the Grand Jury, twelve
at leaft muft joyn in the Verdi&, and of the Petty
Jury, every Man of the Twelve muft confent upon
his Oath, or elfe ’dis all Nothing. And laftly, if
they give a corrupt Verdi¢t between Party and
Party, they are liable to an Arraint. [ Butldo
not find any Attaint lies in criniinal Caules, where
the King is a Party. |

Now, let any Man of Sen® confider, whether
this Method be not more proper for beulting out
the Truth, for finding out the Guilty, and prefer-
ving the Innocent, than if the whole Decilion where
lefc to the Examination of two or three, whofe
Intereft, Paffion, Hafte, or Multiplicity of Bu'inefs
may eafily betray them into Error.

Defervedly therefore is this Trial by Faries
rank’d amongft the choiceft of our fundamental
Laws, which whofoever fhall go about openly to
[pprefiy ot craftily to wndermine, and render only
a Formality, does Ipfo Facto attack the Govern-
ment, and brings in an Arbitrary Power, and is
an Enemy and Traitor to his King and Country
for which reafon Englifh Parliaments have all along
been moft zealous for preferving this great Jewel -
of Liberty Trials by Juries having nolefs than ; fifty
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