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cludes Proteftants unconviéted of any Crime, or
Diflenters(guatenns tales)to {erve on Juries, 1 fhould
think we ought to wait at leaft till an A& of Par-
liament be made to that purpofe, before we deny
them Liberam Legem 5 and to a& otherwile, in my
filly Opinion, feems not onlv unwarrantable, bue
a daring Ufurpation of legiflative Power: Tn 3
word, Jurors muft be Free of and from ail Man-
ner of Bondage, Obligations, AffeGtions, Relati-
ons and Prejudices; they muft be the Peers or E-
quals of the Party they areto try; th'y muft be of
full Age, twenty-one Years old, or upwards, not
Outlaw’d, never astainted nor convidted of Treafon,
Felony, falfe Verdi&, Perjury, or adjudged infa-
mous ; they were Antiently all Knights, as we
read in Glanvil and Bratfon, and they muft ftill be
Perfons of Worth and Repute ; and as they are
returned by a fworn Officer, the Sheriff, o they
of the Petty Jury muft be every one fworn every
feveral Trial by a particular Qath, the more to
remind them of their Duty. Nay, it fhould feem
in antient Times, though the Office and Duty
were flill the fame as at chis Day, yet th ir Ho-
§ nour and Dignity were much greater : The Mir.
ror of Fuftices makes no Scruple tocall em Fudges ;
and Dr. Cowel in his Interpreter tells us, Juries
were antiently dlficiates and Affiftants to the Fudges of
| tbe Court in g kind of Equality, whereas now-a-days
they attend them in great Humility: And cites

the Cuftomary of Normandy, and Lembard, as be-

in: of the fame Sentiments.” But I defire not to

bring in Innovations, only that Englifbmen may pre-

ferve their antient Rights and Privileges, inform

themfelves of their Duty and Office by Law, that

fo they may uprightly difcharge the fame to GO D

ind the King and their Fellow-Subje&s. '
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