252 Of the Grand Fury.

2. That it is not yet drawn up in Form 5 where.
as Indi@&ments are commonly drawn up. either
by the Order of the Court, or at the Inftance of
fome Profecutor, and are brought before, andde- -
livered unto the Grand Jury, and the Witnefles
fworn attend them, who examine the faid Wit
neffes, and, as they think fit, return the Indi&-
ments indors'd either Billa Vera, [that is, a true
Bill,] or Ignoramus, [We are Ignorant] that is, we
do not find the Matter, or there does not appear
to us fuch fufficient Grounds for the Accufation,
that the Perfons. Life and Reputation fhould be
brought into Queftion.

From whence it appears, that the End of their
Office is likewife two.fold. 1. To inquire’ after,
and give Notice of all Ciimes, Offences, Nufan-
cesy ¢rc. in the County for which they ferve,
which by reafon of their Inhabitancy and Eftates
therein, they are prefumed to have beft opportu-
nity to difcover, and to find Bills againft Male.
factors, where there are good Grounds for the
fame, that fo they may be brought to Trial if they
are forth-coming, or may be proceeded againft to
the Qutlawry, if they are fled for their faid Of
fences. 2. To preferve the Innocent from the
Difgrace and Hazards which ill Men may defign
to bring them to, out of Malice, or through Sub-
ornation, or ‘other finifter Ends; for fo tender is
the Law, of the Reputation and Life of a Man,
that it will not {uffer the one to'be fullied, by the
Party’ holding up his Hand at the Bar, and the
other indangered by a Trial, until firft the Mat-
ter and Evidence againft him have besn fcann’d,
examined, and found by a Grand Jury, upon
their Oaths, againft bim, . Theréfore youfee by -
their Oaths, They are fworn not only to inquire
buc diligently to. inguire, not (o be ncgligegt %f

: loth-




