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flothful, nor to take Things upon truft, orhurry
them over ca:elefsly, but to weigh the Circumftan-
ces, and fifc the Witnefles, and fearch out the
Truth of fuch Informations as come before them
and to reject the Indi@ment, ir it be not fuffi ient-
ly proved; and if they have reafonable Sufpicion
of Malice, Subornation, orwicked Defigns againft
any Man’s Life or Eftate, in fuch as offer or-come
to fwear to the Bill of Indi@ment, ‘they are bound
by Law, as well as in Confcience, to ufe all Di-
ligence to difcover the Villany ; and if it appear
to them (whereof they are the-legal Judges) to
be a Conlpiracy, or malicious Confpiracy, a-
gainlt the Accufed, sthey are bound, not only to
reject fuch Bill of Indi@ment, but forthwith to
indict all the Conlpirators, with their Aflociates
and Abettors : and that this is a main Part of the
Grand Jury’s Office, appears not only from legal
Reafon, but by an exprefs Statute, viz. 25 Edw.
3. 4. and 42 Edw. 3. 3. which fays, That for pre.
venting Mifchiefsdome by F ALSE ACCUS ERS,
none [hall be pur 1o anfwer, unle(s it be by Indictment,
or Prefentment of good and lawful People of the (ame
Neighbourbood where fuch deeds be done jthat isto fay,
by a Grand Jury.

The Grounds upon which Grand Juries are to
proceed in giving their Vierdi&s, are either,

1. From their own Knowledge,” and {o they
may find an Indi&ment againft a Perfon, though
there be never a Witnefs at all ¢o it ; and a Petty
Jury may in like manner find a Perfon Guilty of a
Felony or Murder whereof he ftands indicted,
though no Witnefles appear againft him to prove
it; and the Reafon thereof is, becaufe the Juries
being always of the Vicinage, the Law fuppofes
they may know the Matter of their own Know-
ledge, and therefore in all fuch Cales, wiwln a
Jury




