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they muft, remain as ignorant to the Party’s
Crime as before: We find this exprefly afferted
for Law in our Books, as Style’s Reports, Lib. 1r.
though there be Witnefles who prove the Bill, yet
the Grand Inqueft is not bound to find it, if they
fec caufe to the contrary: So Coke Lib. 6. The
Fudges ufe to determine who fhall be fworn, and
what fhall be produced as Evidence to the Jury ;
but the Jury are to confider what Credit or Autho-
rity the fame is worthy of. Ifa Grand Jury are
not Judges of Evidence, they fignific nothing. If
(as fome would perfwade us) becaule People fwear
defperately, though they do not believe them, they
fhall be bound to find the Bill, then they fignifie
nothing, .and are no Security to preferve Innocen.
cy. A lewd Woman once refolved to indi& the
| then Archbifhop of Canterbury for a Rape, fhe
fwore it, no doubt, verily hertily ; according to
this new Doctrine of going according to Evidence
the Jury muft have prefently have found the Eill,
the Archbifhop muft have been committed to Pri-
fon, fufpended from Ecclefiaftical JurifdiGion, his
Goods and Chattels throughout England invento.
tied by the Sheriffs ; would it, think you, in that
Cafe, have been a good Excufe for the Grand
Jury, to have faid, that though they believed in
their Confcience the Baggage fwore falfe, yet
the fwearing it pofitively, they as fo many Parifh-
Clerks, were but to fay Amen to her Oath of the
Fa&, and to find Billa Vera againft that eminent
Prelate 2 And if the Jury be Judges of the Credi.
bility of Evidence in this Cafe, and may go con-
trary to it, Why, I pray, may they- not have the
fame Liberty where they find good Caufe in
others?

If an Indictment be laid againft 2 Man for eri.
minal words, faid to be uttered in a Colloguinm,
or




