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Furies are Judges of Law |

SECT. IV

That  Furies are Fudges of Law, in [ome 7efpecii,
as well as of Falt.

j AMongﬁ other Devices, to undermine thé
| Rights and Power of Juries, and render
| theminfignificant, there has an Opinion been ad-
| vanced, That they are only Judges of Fa&, and are
. hot at all to confider the Law : So that if a Per-
| fon be indi&ed for a Fa&, which really is no
| Crinte in itfelf by Law, but is work’d up by words
of Form, as Treafonably, Seditionfly, &c. if the Fa&
be brt proved to be done, thongh the faid wicke
ed Circumftances do not appear, they fhall be
fupplied by the Law, which you are not to take
notice of, but find the Bill, or bring in the Per-
fon Guilty, and leave the comnfideration of tha
Cafe in Law to the Judges, whofe Bufinefs it is.----
Thus fome People argue, bt it is an apparent
Trap, at once to perjure ignorant Juries, and rens
der them fo far from being of good ufe, as to be
only Tools of Oppreflion, to ruin and Murder
their innocent Neighbours with the ‘greater Forma-
| lity : For though it be true, that Matter of Fa@
is the moft common and proper Objeét of a Jury’s
Determination, and Matter of Law that of the
Judges, yet, as Law arifes out of, and is compli-
cated with Faét it cannot but fall under the jury’s
Confideration.  Litthton, Sect. 368. teaches us,
That the Jury may, at their Election, either take
upon them the knowlcdge of the Law, and deter-
min botli the Fag and Law themfelves, or elfe
| find the Marter fpecially, and leave it to the
| Judges : "Tis by applying Matter of Fa& and
| Law together, and from cheir due Confideration
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