274 Of Fuftices of Peace.
Great Seal to fix Perfons in every County, where.
of two fhould be of the beft Quality, two Knights,
and two Men of the Law, and that they fhould
have Power to hear and determine Trefpafles and
Felonies; and that they fhould fiv four times in
every Year.

Thus began that Court which is now called the
Quarter-Seffions - And becaufe thefe Perfons had
Power by their Commiffion to hear and deter-
mine Caufes, they were from therice called Fufti.
ces of the Peace s and about two Years afterwards
they were diftinguifhed by that Name, by the -
Statute 36 Ed4. 3. and from that time they were
Judges of Record.

" But it was not many Years before this Number

“of fix greatly increafed, infomuch that in the
12th Year of R. 2. the Parliament thought it ne#
ceffary to reduce them to the firft Inflticution, Gi.e)
that there fhould be no more than fix in each
County.

But fiil} they would be increafing, for about
two Years afterwards, there were eight in every
County.

This Law is flill in force and not abrogated,
but the Number of Juftices ftill encrealed, which
made Mr. Lambard sbove one hundred Years
fince, complain in a Book which he wrote con-
cerning the Office of a Juftice of Peace ; and his
Countryman Sic Henry Spolman, takes “notice af-
ter him, that in his time there were above three-
fcore in moft Counties.

"Tis true, in Wales there were but eight in
each County ; they were reftrained to that Nume
ber by a particular Claufe in the Statute 33
77 8. Entituled, An A& for certain Ordinances in
+be Dominion and Principality of Wales ; by which
*tis enacted, Thar there Wall ‘be mo mare in any of the

: : Shires




