Directions for Coroners 5 his Fees, &c.

ACoroner’s Office is very ancient, and has
been, and yet is, held in high Efteem; for
the Lord Mayor of London is held to be Coroner
there. 2 Pro. §31. And the Lord Chief Juftice of
the King’s Bench is Sovereign Coroner of all Eng-
land. 4 Po. 57,5. And he upon View of the Body
of one killed in open View, as a Coroner, may
?é]'ilke a Record returnable in the King’s Bench'

., :

But to come nearer to the intended Purpofe 3
amongft other .Matters, it is the Coroner’s Bufi.
nefs to view the Bodies of fuch s come to Cafual
Deaths, make away themfelves, or are made a-
way by others, or fufpected to be put out of the
World by a violent Death, or dying languithing
in Prifon, where there may be any Sufpicion the

| Party died not naturally, buc by hard Ufage,

Starving, or that the Imprifonment caufed his
Death, &e¢. For he is to know, and certifie, how
the King came to lofe a Subje&.

He is to have Vifum Corporis of a Prifoner dy-
ing in a Gaol, by reafon of Durefs. And the Ju.
1y or Inqueft, before the Coroner, is to be of
Perfons within the four next adjacent Villages,
made by the Bailiffs or Conftables; and no Chal-
lenge lizs to any of them fo legally fummoned on
the Inqueft, 1 Cro. 135, And upon a View of
the Body, and a ftri@ Examination how the Par-
ty came by his Death, they muft give in their
Verdi& to the beft of their Judgment, according
to the Evidence, or other Matters appearing to
them, . whether it te Felo de e, he killed or drown-

{ & himfelf, . or died by the Hand of other
dox

4 Perfon




