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326 Of Churchwardns.

carefully to fecure all Furniture belopging to the
Church, é¢. And whether, in the middle of Di-
vine Service, they walk out of the Church to vifit
Taverns, Alehoufes, ¢c. where Tippling may
be ufed ; and to fee who are loitering, or exers
cifing any Sports on the Lord’s Day.

Precedents for Churchwardens.

HE Churchwardens have no A&ion at.
Common Law to recover a Legacy never
in their Poflefflion : But for any Goods and Orna.-
ments of the Chiurch, being once in their Poffef:
fion and Cuftedy, they may maintain an Appeal
of Robbery againft any one or more Perfons-
that fleals them, and an A&ion of Trefpafs againft
him that does, without Right, take them away ;
cven againft the Parfon or Vicar fo offending:
And the Damages {0 tobe recovered againft fuch
Offenders, fhall be converted to the Ufe of the
Parifh. Butific fo fall out, that thofe Church-
wardens, from under whofe Cuftody the Goods
were taken, chance to die before they have
brought any fuch A&ion, the fucceeding Church-
wardens have no Right, by Law, to bring an
Action for the fame Goods.
if a Churchwarden prefents, that any Parifhi-
oner, certifying his Name; is a Railer, common
Difturber, or Sower of Difcord among the Neigh-
bours, vnlefs it done in the Church or Church-
yard, a Prohibition lies, if the Prefentment be
made in the Ecclefiaftical Court ; becaufe it is the
Leet, and not the Churchwarden, if the Of-
fence be committed elfewhere, that is to prefent
it
- If any one take the Organs cut of the Church,
the Churchwardens may tring :n Acion of Trref-
pafs ;




