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NarTurarL Law.
as well Upw

others from divers evils arifing from malice, injuftice, 7 7= 2
violence, and ambition.  Such are the perfecutions of bt e
tyrants, the horrors of war, and fo many other r
public or private calamities to which the good and

the bad are indifcriminately fubjeét. It even frequent-

| I} ly happens that the authors of all thofe miferies are

. I thofe who feel leaft their effeéts, whether becaufe they

- B are fkreened by fuccefs from a reverfe of fortune, or
whether becaufe their hardnefs is arrived to that pitch

as to let them enjoy almoft without trouble and re-

morfe the fruit of their iniquities.

2. Again. *Tis not unufual to fee innocence ex- Semetimes
pofed to calumny, and virtue itfelf become the 0D-itfelf is the
jeét of perfecution. INow in thofe particular cafes, ch;sipm
in which the honeft man falls, as it were, the victim '
of his own virtue, what force can the laws of na-
ture be faid to have, and how can their authority be
{fupported ? Is theinternal fatisfaction arifing from the
teftimony of a good confcience, capable alone to de-
termine man to facrifice his property, his repoie, his
honor, and even his life? And yet thole delicate con-
junétures frequently happen s and the refolution then
taken may have very important and extenfive confe-
quences in relation to the happinefs and mifery of

{ociety.

XIIL Such is indeed the actual ftate of things. The means
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On the one fide we fee that in general the oblervance man pru-
, . : 2 i dence em~ .
of natural laws is alone capable of eftablifhing fome ;" '* -

order in fociety, and of conftituting the happinefs medy thote
of man; but on the other it appears that virtue anad likewife in-
vice are not always fufficiently characterifed by their s
effects, and by their common and natural confe-
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SE quences,




