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Objedtion,  X. Let no one fay, that limited as we are, ’tis
Anfwer, : : 5
temerity to decide after this manner ; and that we
have too imperfect ideas of the divine nature and
perfections, to be able to judge of his plan and
deﬁgns with any certainty. ‘This reflexion, which
is in fome meafure true, and in fome cafes jult,
proves too much, if applled to our fubjet, and con-
{equently has no weight. Let us but reflect a little,
and we fhall find that this thought leads us infenfibly
to a kind of pyrrhonifm, which would be the {fub-
verfion of human life, and of all focial oeconomy.
For in fine, there 1s no medium; we muft chufe
one of the two fyftems above explained. To rejeét
the firft 1s admitting the {fecond with all its inconve-
niencies. This remark is of {fome importance, and
alone 1s almoft fufficient to fhew us the force of fit-
nefs in this cale ; becaule not to acknowledge the
folidity of this reafon, is to lay one’s felf under a
neceflity of receiving a defective {yftem; a fyftem
loaded with inconveniences, and whofe confequences
are very far from being reafonable.
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Of thein- X7, Such 1s the nature and force of the fitnefs,

fluence

which thoie on which the proofs of the fanction of natural
f t . .
D bave over laws are eftablithed.  All that remains now, is

dué. : : |
our e to fee what impreflion thefe proofs united, ought to

att in this_have over our minds, and what influences they fhould
world on the

foundation have over our conduct, This is the capltal point

D f o ra.in which the whole ought to end.

ture flate. 1, In the firft place I obferve, that tho’ all that
can be faid in' favor of the fanction of natural laws,
were. {till to leave the queltion undecided ; yet it

_ would

2.




