The PRINCIPLES of

~ wrote concerning the law of nature, are more con- |
cife on this article, and Puffendorf himfelf does
not {ay much about it®*. This author, without ab-
{olutely excluding the confideration of a future life
from this fcience, feems neverthelefs to confine the
law of nature within the bounds of the prefent life,
as tending only to render us fociable®.  And yet he
acknowledges that man is naturally defirous of im«
mortality, and that this has induced heathens to be-
lieve the foul i1s immortal 5 that this belief is like-
wife authorifed by an ancient tradition concerning
the Goddefs of revenge ;5 to which he adds, that in
fact ’tis very probable God will punifh the violation
of the laws of nature ; but that there is ftill a great
obicurity in this refpeét, and nothing but a revela-
tion can put the thing out of doubt®,

But were it even true, that reafon affords us no-
thing but probabilities on this queftion, yet we muft
not exclude from the law of nature all confiderati-
ons of a future ftate ; efpecially if thefe probabilities
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* One may {ee in a {mall treatife, intitled, Fudoment acf an
anonymous, &c. and inferted in the gth edition of #he duties of
man and a citizen, the remarks that Mr. Leibnitz; author of that
treatiie, makes againft Puffendorf upon this fcore. Barbeyrac,
who has joined his own remarks to Mr. Leibnitz’s work, juftifies
Puffendorf pretty well. And yet an attentive reader will find
there is fhll fomething wanting to the intire juftification of this
author’s fyftem, which, in regard to this point, is indeed a little
too weak,
® See Puffendorf’s preface on the duties of man and a citizen
5.0, 7 .
¢ Sce the law of nature and natiens, book z, chap. 3. §. z1.
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