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high notions of his genius are not now
entertained in many places, or amongft
many perfons ; and, as we often fee in
in other particulars, - his works are now
as much degraded below their real value,
as they were formerly exalted above it;
fo that a candid reader, who had never
perufed any of them, would naturally con-
clude, from the general nature of the hu-
man mind, that the truth muft be found
between the two. oppofite opinions, and
that he neither merited the unlimited praife
which has been beftowed on him, or de-
ferved the contempt with which he has
been treated. It cannot be fuppofed that
an author, who profefled to treat of every
thing which 1s an obje¢t of human know-
ledge, and even to exhauft every fubje&t
that could come under the examination of
human reafon, fhould not have made many
miftakes : but on the other hand, it would
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