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be very unreafonable to admit, that fo
great a part of the learned world as have
paid implicit obedience to his ditates,
thould have been entirely governed by fa-
fhion and prejudice, without once daring
to ufe their own reafon, in examining into
the truth of the fyftem they adopted: fo
that would we acquire a juft ftandard of
the merit of this celebrated philofopher,
we muft abate fomething from what is
faid of him, both by his admirers and his
defpifers.

If any one fhould wonder: from whence
fuch ftrong prejudices on each fide could
poflibly arife, and how it could  happen,
that the fame works, at different times,
fhould be confidered by different perfons,
of nearly equal abilities in other refpeéts,
as containing either nothing at all valua-
ble, or almoft every thing, it may, I think,
be thus accounted for : whenever there is
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