ON ' GOVERNMENT. 17
Powerful Thould govern : in the midft of thefe contrary
Opinions, there are no realons fufficient to convince us,
that the Right of being Mafter, and Governor, oughtnot
to be placed with thole who have the greatelt Abilities,
Some Perfons, entirely refting upon the Right which the
Law gives (for that which is legal is in fome refpeds
juft) infift upon it that Slavery occafioned by War is
Juft, not that they fay it is wholly fo, for it may happen
that the Principle upon which the Wars were com-
menced is unjuft; moreover no one will fay that 2 man
who is unworthily in Slavery, is thercfore a Slave; for
it fo, men of the nobleft Families might happen to be
Slaves, and the defcendants of Slaves, if they thould chance
to be taken Prifoners in War, and fald: to avoid this
difficulty they fay that fuch Perfons fhould not be called
Slaves, but Barbarians only thould ; but when they fay this,
they do nothing more than enquire who is a Slave by
Nature, which was what we at firlt faid; for we muft ac-
knowledge that thereare fome Perfons, who, whereverthe y
are, muft neceffarily be Slaves, but others, in no Situ-
ation; thus alfo it is with thofe of noble de'cent: it is
not only in their own Country that they arc cfteemed as
fuch, but every where, but the Barbarians are refpected
on this account at home only; as if Nobility and
Freedom were of two forts, the one univerfal, the
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