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CHAP VI

E are now to confider upon what the preferva-

tion of Governments in general, and of each

State in particular depends; and, in the firft place, it is
evident, that if we are right in the caufes we have af-
figned for their deftru&ion, we know alfo the means of
their prefervation ; for things contrary produce contra-
ries: but deftruction, and prefervation are contrary to
each other. In well-tempered Governments it requires
as much care as any thing whatfoever, that nothing be
done contrary to law: and this ought chiefly to be at-
tended to in matters of {mall confequence ; for an ille-
gality that approaches infenfibly, approaches fecretly, as
in a family, {mall expences continually repeated, confume
a man’s income ; for the underftanding is deceived there-
by, as by this falfe argument; if every part is little,
then the whole is little : now, this in one fenfe is true,
in another, is falfe, for the whole and all the parts toge-
ther are large, though made up of fmall parts, 'The
firft therefore of any thing is what the State ought to
guard againft. In the next place, no credic ought to
be given to thofe who' endeavour to deceive the People,
with falfe pretences; for they will be confuted by fa&s.
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