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The French Tranflation, concerning the enfuing
Difcourfes.

MACHIAVEL has been fo generally decried, onaccount of the
, little regard he is fuppofed to. have thewn to Religion and Mo-
rality in his writings, that a good man perhaps might think himflf in
fome danger of ‘being corrupted if he fhould venture to read them. I
confefs I was long of that opinion myfelf,. and. therefore cannot well
tell how to blame others for it. - But after I had carefully perufed them,
and found fufficient reafon to alter my fentiments in that matter ; I
thought many others might probably do the fame, and that it would
not be an unacceptable performance to feveral perfons of worth and *
candour, who do not underftand Italian, if I thould furnith them with
the means of reading Machiavel’s works, by tranflating them into the
vulgar tongue; that {o they might have an opportunity not only of un-
deceiving, but even of profitting themfelves by ‘the many admirable
maxims and inftruétions they will find in them, For indeed it is im-
poflible that any one, who maturely confiders them, thould not be con-
vinced: of their excellence and utility, both in the management of
State-affairs, and in the common tranfa@ions of life ; in ene or other
of which every man has fome concern, and confeqfiently will find his
account in perufing thefe writings. 1 might add, for my own juftifi-
cation,




