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166 POLITICAL DISCOURSES UPON Book II,

make fufficient provifion for their fafety, by war at leaft, if not by other

means. .. I am of opinion therefore, -that.any-other Prince ot people en.

¥ v AN e depree of Virtde and 'Courage, and obferving the

.. [ame wife méafures; would likewife have the fame good fortune that
the R6mans had,

I (hould here have taken notice of the methods which that Common-
wealth took, in order to get footing in other nations which they invaded,
if I had not already difcuffed that point at large in a Treatife called z4e
Prince : yet 1 cannot help briefly obferving, that they always took care
to gain over fome powerful friend in thofe States to their intereft, whofe
afliftance they made ufe of not only to open a paffage into them at firft,
but to keep pofleflion of them after they were conquered.  Thus they
availed themfelves of the Capuans in the territories of the Samnites, of
the people of Camerinoin Tufcany, of the Mamertines in Sicily, of the
Saguntines in Spain, of Maffiniffa in Africa, of the Etolians in Greece,
of Eumenes and other Princes in Afia, and of the Maffilians and Edui
in Gaul : and {o dexterous were they both in forming and conducting
fuch alliances, that they never were at a lofs for friends of that kind,
who greatly contributed to facilitate all their enterprizes, and enabled
them both to conquer other nations and afterwards to retain the domi-
nion over them. Thofe then that carefully follow the fame Maxims,
will always have much lefs occafion for _the affiftance of Fortune than
others that do not : and that there may be no further room left to doubt
that their own Wifdom and Virtue conduced much more than Fortune
to the aggrandizement of that Empire, we fhall thew in’ the next

Chapter, what fort of people they were whom the Romans fubdued,
and how obftinately they defended their liberties.

COHE A e T
With what Nations the Romans were engaged in their wars; and bhow
obftinately thofe Nations defended their liberties againft them.

HE exceflive love of liberty, and the obftinacy with which both

the neighbouring nations, and fome of thofe that lay at a great
diftance from the Romans, defended it againft them in thofe times,
made it o difficult to conquer them, that it never could have been
cffected, without an uncommon degree of virtue and courage. This
is evident from the many and great dangers to which they expofed
themfelves, fometimes to preferve, and fometimes to recover it ; as well
as from the fevere revenge they took when an oppertunity offered, upon
thofe that had ufurped it. It likewife fuﬁicicmly appears from H;ﬁlorv
what




