ORAL philofophy, or the fcience of human na-

Rj ture, may be treated after two different manners 5
each of which has its peculiar merit, and may contribute
to the entertainment, inftru&ion, and reformation of
mankind. The one confiders man chiefly as born for
a&ion ; and as influenced in his aétions by tafte and fen-
timent ; purfuing one object, and avoiding another, ac-
cording to the value which thefe objeéls feem to poflefs,
according to the light in which they prefent themfelves.
Virtue, of all objefls, is the moft valuable and lovely ;
and accordingly this fpecies of philofophers paint her in the
moft amiable colours ; borrowing all helps from poetry
and eloquence, and treating their {ubje& in an eafy and
obvious manner, and fuch as is beft fitted to pleafe the
imagination, and engage the affetions. They fele& the
moft ftriking obfervations and inftances from common
life ; place oppofite characters in a proper contraft; and
alluring us into the paths of virtue by the views of glory
and happinefs, dire&t our fteps in thefe paths by the
foundeft precepts and moft illuftrious examples. They
make us el the difference between vice and virtue ; they
excite and regulate our fentiments ; and fo they can but
bend our hearts to the love of probity and true honpurg
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