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they think, that they have- fully attained the end of all
their labours.
T'he other {pecies of philofophers treat man rather as

a reafonable than an ative being, and endeavour to form

his underftanding more than cultévate his manners. They

regard mankind as a fubjet of fpeculation ; and with a
i

narrow fcrutiny examine human nature, in order to find
thofe principles, which regulate our underftanding, ex-
cite our fentiments, and make us approve or blame any
particular obje&, alltion, or behaviour. They think it
a reproach to all literature, that philofophy fhould not
yet have fixed, beyond con:m\'crfy, the foundation of
mofals, reafoning, unJ criticifm, and fhould for ever talk
of truth znd falfehood, vice and vyirtue, bea auty and de-
formity, without being able to determine the fource of
thefe diftinétions, W hzlc they attempt this arduous tafk,
they are deterred by no difficulties ; but proceeding from
particular inftances to general principles, they ftill pufh
on their inqui*ies to principles more general, and reft
not fatisfied till they arrive at thofe original principles,
by which, in every fcience, all human curiofity muft be
bounded, Tho’ their fpeculations feem abftra@, and
even unintelligible to common readers, they pleafe them-
felves with the approbation of the learned and the wife ;
and think themfelves fufficiently compenfited for the la-
bours of t} eir whole lives, if they can difcover fome
hidden truths, which. may contribute to the inftru&ion .
of pofterity,

> Tis certain, that the eafy and obvious philofophy will
always, with the generality of mankind, have the pre-
.&rence to the accurate apd abftrufe ; and by many will
be recommended, not only as more agreeable, but more
ufeful than the other, Tt enters more into common life ;
moulds the heart and affections ; and, by touching thofe
principles which atuate men, reforms their condu&, and
bringg




