Of the DirrerENT SPECIES of PHIrosoPHY. §

brings them nearer that model of “perfe@ion which it
defcribes.  On the contrary, the abftrufe philofophy, be-
ing founded on a turn of mind, which cannot enter
into bufinels and action, vanithes when the philofopher
leaves the fhade, and comes into open day ; nor can

its principles eafily retain any influence over our con-

du& and ‘behaviour. The feelings of out fentiments,
the agitations of our paffions, the vehemence of our af-
fetions, diffipate all its conclufions, and reduce the pro-
found philofopher to a mere plebeian.

This alfo muft be confefled, that the moft durable,
as well as jufteft fame has been acquired by the eafy
philofophy, and that abftra&t reafoners feem hitherto to
have enjoyed only a momentary reputation, from the ca-
price or ignorance of their own age, but have not been
able to fupport their renown with more equitable pofte-
rity. ’Tis eafy for a profound philofopher to commit a
miftake in his fubtile reafonings ; and one miftake is the
neceflary parent of another, while he pufhes on his con-
fequences, and is not deterred from embracing any con-
clufion, by its unufual appearance, or its contradiction
to popular opinjon.  But a philofopher who propofes en-
ly to reprefent the eommon fenfe ‘of mankind in more
beautiful and more engaging colours, if by accident he
commits a miftake, goes no farther; but renewing his
appeal to common fenfe, and the natural fentiments of
the mind, returns into the right path, and fecures him-
felf from any dangerous illufions. The fame of Ci-
¢Ero fAourifhes at prefent; but that of ARISTOTLE Is
utterly decayed. La BrUYERE paffes thg feas, and ftill
maintains his reputation : But the glory of MALEBR ANCHE
is confined to his own nation, and to his own age. And
Appison, perhaps, will be read with pleafure;. when
Lockk fhall be entirely forgotten. :
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