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Of the DiFFERENT SPECIEs of PHiLosoPHY. 7

cupation: But the mind requires fome relaxation, and
cannot always fupport its bent to care ‘and induftry. It
feems, then, that nature has pointed out a mixed kind of
life as' moft fuitable to human race, and fecretly admo=
nithed them to allow none of thefe biafles-to draw too
much, fo ‘as to incapacitate them for other occupations
and entertainments. Indulge your paffion for fcience,
fays the, but let your fcience be human, and fuch as may
have a dired reference to ation and fociety.”« Abftrufe
thought and profound refearches T prohibit, and will fe-
verely punifh, by the penfive melancholy which they in-
troduce, by ‘the endlefs uncertainty in which they in-
volve you, and by the cold reception which your pre-
tended difcoveries will meet with, when communicated.
Be a philofopher ; but, amidit all your philofophy, be ftill
2 man, :

Were the generality of mankind contented to prefet
the eafy philofophy to the abftra& and profound, with-
out throwing any blame or contempt on the latter, it
might not be improper, perhaps, to comply with this ge-
neral opinion, and allow every man to enjoy, without
oppofition, his own tafte and fentiment. - But as the
matter is often carried farther, even to the abfolute re-
jeQing all profound reafonings, or what is commonly
called metaphyfics, we fhail now proceed to copfider what
can reafonably be pleaded in their behalf.

We may begin with obferving, that one confiderable
advantage which refults from the accurate and abftraét
philofophy, is, its {ubferviency to the ealy and humane 3
which, without the former, can never attain a fufficient
degree of exaftuefs in its fentiments, precepts, or rea-
fonings. All polite letters are nothing but pi&tures of
human life in various attitudes and fituations ; and jne»
fpire us with differeat {entiments, of praife or blame, ad-
miration or ridicule, according to the qualities of the object
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