Of the DirrerENT Specigs of PHiLOsOPHY. &

ments. above the antient, and the accuracy of modern
philofophy, have improved, and probably will &ill im-
prove, by fimilar gradations. '

Were there no advantage to be reaped from thefe ftu-
dies, beyond the gratification of an innocent curiofity,
yet ought not even this to be defpifed ; as being one ac-
ceffion to thofe few fafe and harmlefs pleafures which are
beftowed on human race. The fweeteft and moft inof-
fenfive path of life leads thro” the avenues of fcience and
learning ; and whoever can either remove any obftruc-
tions in this way, or open up any new profpe&t, ought
fo far to Be efteemed a benefaor to mankind. And
tho’ thefe refedrches may appear painful and fatiguing,
*¢is with fome minds as with fome bodies, which being
endowed with vigorous and florid health, require fevere
exercife, and reap a pleafure from what, to the genera—’
lity of mankind, may feem burdenfome and laborious.
Obfcurity, indeed, is painful to the mind as well as' to
the eye; but to bring light from obfcurity, by whatever
Iabour, muft needs be delightful and rejoicing.

But this obfcurity in the profound and abftraét philo-
fophy, is objected to, not only as painful and fatiguing,
but as the. inevitable fource of uncertainty and error.
Here indeed lies the jufteft and moft plaufible objection
againft a confiderable part of metaphyfics, that they are
not properly a fcience, but arife either from the fruitlefs
efforts of human vanity, which would penetrate intg {ub~
jeéls utterly’ inacceffible to the underftanding, or from
the craft of popular fuperftitions, which, being unable to
defend themfelves on fair ground, raife thefe intangling
brambles to cover and protect their weaknefs, Chaced
from the open country, thefe robbers fly into the foreft,
and lie in wait to break in upon every unguarded avenue
_of the mind, and overwhelm it with religious fears and
prejudices. The Souteft antagonift, if he remits his
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