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watch a moment, is opprefled. And many, through
::;uwar-dice and folly, open the gates to the enemies, and

elve t‘r em mmh reverence and fubmiffion, as

But is this a Juf’c caufe why philofophers fhould defift
from fuch refearches, and leave fuperftition fill in pof-
feflion of her retreat? Is it not reafonable to draw a di-

re¢t contrary conclufion, and perceive the neceflity of
carrying the war into the moft fecret recefles of the ene-
my ! Inwvain do we hope, that men, from frequent dif~
appointments, will at laft abandon fuch airy fciences,
and difcover the pro Bet province of human reafon. For,
befides that many perfons find too fenfible an intereft in
perpetually recalling fuch topics ; befides this, I fay, the
®otive of blind def; pair can never reafonab bly have place
in the fciences; fince, however unfuccefsful former at-
tempts may have proved, there is ftill room to hope, that
in c’uur}' good fertune, or improved famcity of fuc-
enerations may reach difcoveries unknown to
Each ﬂ»cr«ur ous. genius will ftill leap at
and find himfelf ftimulated, rather
by the failures of his predeceffors ;

es that the glory of atchieving fo hard an

adventure is referved for ln alone. ‘The only method
of freeing learning, at once, from thefe abftrufe queftions,
is to enquire ferioufly into the nature of human under-
{tanding, and fhew from an exa& analyfis of its powers
and capacity, that it is by no means fitted for fuch re-
mote and abftrufe fubjecis,  We muft fubmit to this fa-
tigue, 1n order to live at eafe for ever after - ‘And muft
cultivate true metaphyfics with fome care, in order to de-
ftroy the falfe and adulterate. Indolence, which to fome
perfons, affords a fafeguard againft chis deceitful philofo-
phy, is, with others, 0vcrhamuc::d by curioﬁty; and
defpair, which, at fome moments, prevails, may give
place




