Of the D1FFERENT SPECIES of PHILOSOFHY. ik

place afterwards to fanguine hopes and expelations;
Accurate and juft reafoning is the only catholic remedy,
fitted for all perfons and all difpofitions, and is alone
able to fubvert that abftrufe philofophy and metaphyfical
jargon, which, being mixed up with popular fuperftition,
renders it in a manner impenetrable to carelefs reafoners,
and gives it the air of fcience and wifdom,

Befides this advantage of rejecting, after deliberate in-
quiry, the moft uncertain and difagreeable part of learn-
ing, there are many pofitive advantages, which refult
from an accurate fcrutiny into the powers and faculties
of human nature, *Tis remarkable concerning the ope-
rations of the mind, that tho’ moft intimately prefent to
us, yet whenever they become the object of reflection,
they feem involved in obfcurity, nor can the eye readily

find thofe lines and boundaries, which difcriminate and
diftinguith. them. The objeds are too fine to remain
fong in the fame afpe& or fituation ; and muft be appre-
hended in an inftant, by a {uperior penetration, derived
from nature, and improved by habit and refleGtion. It
becomes, therefore, ‘no inconfiderable part of {cience
barely to know the different operations of the mind, to
feparate them from each other, to clafs them under theig
proper divifions, and to corret all that feeming diforder,

in which they lie involved, when made the object of rew
fleftion and inquiry. This tafk of ordering and diftin~
guifhing, which bas no merit, when performed with re=
gard to external bodies, the objeéts of our fenfes, rifes
in its value, when direted towards the operations of the
mind, in proportion to the difficulty and labour which
we meet with in performing it. And if we can go no
farther than this mental geography, or delineation of the

diftiné parts and powers of the mind, ’tis at leaft a fa-

tisfaction to go fo far; and the more obvious this fcience

may appear (and it is by no means obvioys) the more
: contemptible
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