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Nor can there remain any fufpicion, that this fcience
18 uncertain and chimerical ; unlefs ‘we thould entertain
fuch a feepticifin as is entirely fubverfive of all {pecula-
tion, and even a&ion. It cannot’ be doubted, that the
mind is endowed with feveral powers and ‘faculties, tha¢’
thefe powers are totally diftin&t from each other, that
what is really diftin& to the immediate perception may
be diftinguithed by refleftion; and confequently, that
there is a truth and falfhood in all propofitions on this
fubject, ‘and a truth and falthood, which lie not beyond
the compafs of human underftanding. There are many
obvious diftin&ions of this kind, fuch as thofe between
the will and underftanding, the imagination and paffions,
which fall within the comprehenfion of every human
creature 5 and the finer and more philofophical diftinc--
tions are no lefs real and certain, tho’ more difficult to
be comprehended.  Some inftances, efpecially late ones,
of fuccefs in' thefe enquiries, may give us a jufter notion
of the certainty and folidity of this branch of learning,
Aad fhall we efteem it worthy the labour of a philofopher
to give us a true fyftem of the planets, and adjuft the po-
fition and order of thofe remote bodies ; while we affe&
to overlook thofe, who, with fo much {uccefs, delineate
the parts of the mind, in which we are fo intimately con-
cerned ?

But may we not hope, that philofophy, if cultivated
with care, and encouraged by the attention of the pub-
lic, may carry its refearches ftill farther, and difcover, at
leaft in fome degree, the fecret fprings and principles,
by which the human mind is aGuated in its operations ?
Aftronomers had long contented themfelves with proving,
from the phnomena, the true motions, order, and mag-
nitude of the heavenly bodies : Till a philofopher, at laft,




