4

Of the DIFFERENT SPECIES of PuirLosorHY. - 13

arofe, who feems, from the happieft reafoning, to have
alfo determined the laws and forces by which the revolu-
tions of the planets are governed and dire&ted.  The like
has been performed with regard to other parts of nature.
And there is no reafon te defpair of equal fuccefs in our
inquiries concerning the mental powers and ceconomy; if
profecuted with equal capacity and caution, = *Tis pro-
bable, that one operation and principle of the mind de-
pends on another ; which, again, may be refolved into
one more general and univerfal : And how far thefe re-
fearches may poflibly be carried, it will be difficult for us,
before, or even after, a careful trial, exaily to determine.
This is certain, that attempts of this kind are every day
made even by thofe who philofophize the moft negligently;
And nothing can be more requifite than to enter upon the
enterprize with thorough care and attention; that, if it
lie within the compafs of human underftanding, it may at
laft be happily atchieved ; if not, it may, however, be
reje&ted with fome confidence and fecurity. This laft
conclufion, furelys is not defirable, nor ought it to be
embraced too rathly. For how much muft we diminifh
from the beauty and value of this {pecies of philofophy,
upon fuch a fuppofition ? = Moralifts have hitherto been
accuftomed, when they confidered the vaft multitude and
diverfity of altions that excite our approbation or diflike,
to fearch for fome common principle, on which this va-
riety of fentiments might depend. And tho’ they have
fometimes carried the matter too far, by their paflion for
fome one general principle 5 it muft, however, be con-
fefied, that they are excufable, in expecling to find fome
general principles, into which all the vices and virtues
were juftly to be refolved. The like has been the endeavour
of critics, logicians, and even politicians : Nor have their
attempts been wholly unfuccefsful 5 tho’ perhaps longer
time, greater accuracy, and more ardent application may

bring thefe [ciences fill nearer their perfection. To'throw
up
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