PR EEBFACE

If they would fearch into the defign of the| H
author, they can do it no other way fo
completely, as by Jearching into the de
Jfign of the work. i

I bave firft of all confidered mankind |
and therefult of my thoughts has been, that i
amidf} fuch an infinite diverfity of laws
and manners, they were not folely con-
ducted by the caprice of fancy.

I have laid down the firf} principles,
and bave found that the particular cafes §
Jollow naturally from them ; that the bif-
zories of all nations are only confequences
of them 5 and that every particular law
15 connelted with another law, or depends
on_fome other of a more general extent.

When I bhave been obliged to look back
into antiquity, 1 have endeavoured to
affume the [pirit of the ancients, lefp I
Should confider thofe things as alike, which
are really different ; and left | [bould mifs
the difference of thefe which appear o |
be alike.

I bave not drawn my principles from
my prejudices, but from. the nature of

ipings.
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