B e S A N

PREPACE

It is not a matter of indifference, that
the minds of the people be enlightened. The
prejudices of the magiftrare bave arifen
from national prejudice. In a time of
ignorance they have committed even the
greatef} evils without the leafi feruple s but
in an enlighten’d age they even tremble,
while conferring the greateft bleffings.
They perceive the ancient abufes 5 they Jee
bhow they muf? be reformed s but they are

' fenfible alfo of the abufes of the reforma-
tion. They let the evil continue, if they fear
a worfe ; they are content with a lefer
good, if they doubt of a greater. They ex-
amine into the parts, to judge of them
in connection ; they examine all the caufes
to difcover their different effelts.

Could I but fucceed fo as to afford new
reafons to every man to love bis prince,
his country, bis laws ; new reafons to ren-
der bim more [enfible in every nation and
government of the bleffings be enjoys, I

fhould think myfelf the moft bappy of

wmortals.

Could I but fucceed fo as to perfuade
thofe who command, to increafe their know-
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