PRETFAUCE
ledge in what they ought to preferibe;
and thofe who obey, 1o find a new plea-
Jure refulting from their obedience, I
fhould think myfelf the moft bappy of
mortals.

The moff happy of mortals fhould I
think myfelf, could I contribute to make
mankind recover from their prejudices.
By prejudices, 1 here mean, not that
which renders men ignorant of fome
particular things, but whatever renders
them ignorant of themfelves.

It is in endeavouring to inflrutt man-
kind, that we are beft able to practife that
 general virtue, which comprebends the love
of all. Man, that flexible being, conform~
ing in fociety to the thoughts and impref-
fions of others, is equally capable of know-
ing bis own nature, whenever it is laid
open to his view; and of lofing the very
Jenfe of it, when this idea is banifbed

7om his mind.

Often have I begun, and asoften have
I laid afide this undertaking. I bave a
thoufand times given the leaves I have
written, to the* winds: I everyday felt
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