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my paternal bands fall+. I have follow-§
ed my objelt without any fixed plan: T
bave known neither rules nor exceptions 5 T
have found the truzh, only to lofe iz again. 4§
But when I had once diftovered my fir/p I8
principles, every thing T fought for ap- I8
peared; and in the cour e of rwenty years, | f
1 have feen my work begun, grow up, i
advanced, and finifbed.

If this work meets with Juccefs, 1 [ball
owe it chiefly to the grandeur and ma- "I
Jefly of the fubjest.  However I do nor I8
think that I have been totally deficient §
in point of genius. When I have Jeen

what fo many great men both in France,
England and Germany have [aid be-
Jore me, I have been Ibff in admira-
tion : but I have not loft my courage :
I bave [aid with Corregio, And I alfo

am a || painter.

t+ Ter patrie cecidere manusmm——
| £4 i0 anche fan pittore,




