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As fiefs were become hereditary, and arriere-fiefs
extended, many ufages were introduced, to whic
thefe laws were no longer applicable. Their fpir
indeed was preferved, which was to regulate mof
difputes by fines. But as the value of money wa,
doubtlefs, fubject to change, the fines were alfy
changed ; and we {ee feveral charters *, where the
lords fixed the fines, that were payable in their petty
courts. Thus the {pirit of the law was followed,
without following the law itfelf.

Befides, as France found itfelf divided into 2 num-
ber of petty lordthips, which acknowledged rathera
feudal than a political dependence, it was very diff-
cult for only one law to be authorifed. In fad, i
would be impoflible to fee it obferved. The cuftom
no longer prevailed of fending extraordinary + of-
ficers into the provinces, to infpe@ into the admini
ftration of juftice, and political affairs ; it appears
even by the charters, that when new fiefs were cfta-
blithed, our kings divefted themfelves of the right
of {fending thofe officers. Thus, when almoft every
thing was become a fief, thefe officers could o
longer be employed; there was no longer a common
law, becaufe no one could enforce the obfervance of
it.

The Salic, Burgundian, and Vifigoth laws, were
therefore extremely neglected at the end .of the fe-
cond race, and at the beginning of the third they
were {carce ever mentioned.

Under the firft and fecond race, the nation was
often aflembled; that is, the lords and bithops
the commons were not yet thought on. In thefe
aflemblies attempts were made to regulate the clergy,

a

* M. de Ia Thaumafliere has colleted many of them. See, for
inftance, chap. 61, 66, and others.

+ Mifi Dominici.
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