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1 there happened to be any difputes between two Xlg& o
parties, they had only to order a fingle combat. All Chap: 19.
they wanted for this, was a good deal of pre-
fymption. :

All civil and criminal aétions are reduced to faéts.

"Tis upon thefe facts they fought ; and not only the
fubftance of the affair, but likewife the incidents and
imparlances were decided by combat, as Beauma-
poir (*) obferves, who produces feveral inftances. Chap.

I find that towards the commencement of the third 61. pag.

nce, the jurifprudence of thofe times related entire- 3°9- &
Jy to perfonal quarrels, and was governed by the :
point of honour. If the judge was not obeyed, he
infited upon fatisfattion from the perfon that had
contemned his authority. At Bourges, if (°) the (% Char-
provoft had fummoned a perfon, and he refufed to ter thLe-
come, his way of proceeding was to tell him, ¢/ Fat fnihe
« fent for thee, and thou didft not think it worth yearii4s.
« thy while to comes I demand therefore fatisfac- ‘(‘;Otff:&ion
« tion for this contempt.”” Upon which they fought. of Ordi-
Lewis the Fat reformed this cuftom (*). f‘f“;‘;ﬁé
The cuftom of legal duels prevailed (*) at Orle- kd) 2
. ; (¢)Charter
ans, even in all demands of debt. Lewis the Young of Lewis
declared, that this cuftom fhould take place only the young
when the demand exceeded five fous. This ordi- 5 ,té;e,y =
nance was a local law ; for in St. Lewis’s time (%) it the Col-

i lettion of
was fufficient that the value was more than twelve .40

deniers.  Beaumanoir (f) heard a gentleman of the ces.
law affirm, that formerly there had been a bad cuf- () See
tom in France, of hiring a champion f certain .o e
om rance, of hiring a mpion for a Certain poir chap,
time to fight their battles in all caufes. This thews, 63, pag.
that the ufage of judiciary combats muft have had 325:
3 S E (f) Seethe
at that time a prodigious extent. o
e <5 Beau-
cHAPRMSE
chap. 28.
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