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T-HE SPFRAET

Hence arofe the marvellous f{yftemuof “chivalry,
The minds of all forts of people quickly imbibed
thefe extravagant ideas. Then it was that in ro-
mances they beheld knight-errants, necromancers,
fairies, winged or intelligent horfes, invifible or in-
vulnérable men, magicians who concerned themfelves
in the birth and education of great perfonages, in-
chanted and difinchanted palaces, a new world in the
midf of the old one, and the ordinary courfe of na-
ture left only to the lower clafs of mankind.

Knight-errants always in armour, in a part of the
world full of caftles, forts, and robbers, found ho-
nour in punifhing injuftice, and in protecting weak-
nefs. Hence our romances abound with gallantry
founded on the idea of love, joined with that of
ftrength and protection. :

Such was the -original of gallantry, when they
formed to their imaginations an extraordinary ft
of men, who at the fight of virtue joined with beav-
ty and diftrefs, were inclined to expofe themfelves
to all hazards for their fake, and to endeavour to
pleafe them in the common actions of life.

Our romances of chivalry flattered this defire ol
pleafing, and communicated to a part of Europe
that {pirit of gallantry, which we may venture [0
affirm was very little known to the ancients.

The prodigious luxury of that immenfe city
Rome, flattered the idea of fenfible pleafures. A
certain notion of tranquillity in the fields of
Greece, gave rife to the defcription* of foft and
amorous fentiments. The idea of knight-errants,
protectors of the virtue and beauty of the fair-fex,

led people to that of gallantry.
This

* Sce the Greek romances of the middle age.
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