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be poffeffed of the fovereign power : of a mo.
4. narchy, that the prince fhould have this fovereign
power, but in the execution of it fhould be di-
re€ted by eftablifhed laws : of a defpotic govern-
ment, that a fingle perfon fhould rule according to
his own will and caprice. No more do I want to
enable me to difcover their three principles ; thefe
are from thence moft naturally derived. 1 fhall
begin with a republican government, and in par-

ticular with that of democricy.

CHAP., IIIL
Of the Principle of Democracy.

‘HERE is no great fhare of probity ne-
ceffary to fupport a monarchical or defpotic
government. The force of laws in one, and the
prince’s arm in the other, are fufficient to dire@ and
maintain the whole. But in a popular ftate, one
fpring more is neceflary, namely virzze.

What I have here advanced, is confirmed by
the unanimous teftimony of hiftorians, and is ex-
tremely agreeable to the nature of things. For it
is clear that in a monarchy, where he who com-
mands the execution of the laws generally thinks
himfelf above them, there is lefs need of virtue
than in a popular government, where the perfon
intrufted with the execution of the laws, is fenfi-
le of his being fubject to their dire&ion, and that
he muft fubmit to their authority.

Clear it is alfo that a monarch, who through
bad council or indolence ceafes to enforce the
execution of the laws, may eafily repair the evil ;
he has only to change his council; or to fhake
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