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T H E   D E L E G A T E S ’   L I B R A R Y

ABOUT THE LIBRARY COMPANY OF PHILADELPHIA

he Library Company was founded in 1731 by Benjamin Franklin 
and is the nation’s oldest cultural institution. Now an independent 
research library, its 500,000 books, 160,000 manuscripts, and 100,000 
prints and photographs comprise the best collection of printed source 
material in the mid-Atlantic region on every aspect of American his-
tory and culture from the early colonial period to the 1900.
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