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ornate and commodious building, which is to remain in permanence as an ornament
of Fairmount Park. It is located on the Lansdowne Terrace, a short distance north
of the Main Building and Art Gallery, and has a commanding view of the Schuylkill
River and the northwestern portion of the city. The design is in the Mauresque
style of architecture of the twelfth century, the principal materials externally being
iron and glass. The length of the building is 383 feet ; width, 193 feet, and height
to the top of the lantern, 72 feet.

The main floor is occupied by the central conservatory, 230 by 80 feet, and
55 feet high, surmounted by a lantern 170 feet long, 20 feet wide, and 14 feet high.
Running entirely around this conservatory, at a height of 20 feet from the floor, is
a gallery 5 feet wide. On the north and south sides of this principal room are four
forcing houses for the propagation of young plants, each of them 100 by 30 feet,
covered with curved roofs of iron and glass. Dividing the two forcing houses in
each of these sides is a vestibule 30 feet square. At the centre of the east and west
ends are similar vestibules, on either side of which are the restaurants, reception
room, offices, &c. From the vestibules ornamental stairways lead to the internal
galleries of the conservatory, as well as to the four external galleries, each 100 feet
long and 10 feet wide, which surmount the roofs of the forcing houses. These
exfernal galleries are connected with a grand promenade, formed by the roofs of the
rooms on the ground floor, which has a superficial area of 1,800 square yards.

The east and west entrances are approached by flights of blue-marble steps from
torraces 80 by 20 feet, in the centre of each of which stands an open kiosque 20 feet




